	BRIEF REPORT ON  National  Golden Retriever Council
Annual General Meeting 

19th February  2009  by teleconference

  

 WELCOME BY PRESIDENT 

The President welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked everyone for their support snd looks forward to their contribution throughout the next 12 months.  Delegates from all States were present.

 ATTENDANCE 

                          President…. Roger Bridgford

                           Secretary… Marilynn Morphet

QLD – Sheree Munro

NSW – Sandra Patterson

VIC – Jenny Coutlemanis

TAS -  Heather Morrison

WA – Jean Grieve

SA – Barbara Moore

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES (AGM 28TH November 2007) 

Minutes were confirmed following clarification of a couple of typos.

Moved        SA               Seconded……. QLD    Carried

  

 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

  

4.1              Register of Dogs Tested for Hereditary Diseases 

Jenny Coutlemanis to convene the collating databases of inherited diseases for all the States  to enable it to be a truly National record.

A permission form is to be circulated for restrospective data. See later.

4.3              Register of Sires and Dams with Titled Progeny 

This was first mooted approximately 12 years ago. In some states, very little has been achieved over this time, in terms of data collection. The Secretary contacted Amy Burzewski, originator of K9data, to see if she was happy for the NBC to have a link to her database on our site. In this way Golden members could all contribute easily to the records which already exist and would therefore save “re-inventing the wheel”. Amy has been very kind in sending a positive response to the suggestion 

It was decided to continue with this plan and use K9data. The Secretary is to proceed to include the K9 data link on the NGRC website.

4.4              Premature Death in Golden Retrievers Survey 

Secretary to make changes to the Survey Form to include the various types of cancer.  Form to be sent to members for approval and once approved, form to be uploaded onto the NGRC website.Clubs to be given 90 days to respond.

4.5              Protection of Historical Prefixes/Affixes 

Since this is very complex issue  it was decided that it item be deleted from future AGM Agendas. 

Moved ….. SA                  Seconded       QLD

4.6              Proposed Eye Survey 

It was moved to proceed to the ANKC re this Survey. The Survey is to require both parents to hold eye certificates before any progeny can be registered.  There is to be no limitations imposed.  Both parents had to have had their eyes tested.  What breeders did with the result of that test was up to them.  Roger Bridgford to draw up a Survey of Eyes similar to that done for the Flat Coated Retriever Club and recently published and to send this to the Secretary for forwarding to the ANKC.  Roger is also to confirm the correct procedure to enable this survey to proceed.

Moved ………SA                Seconded       NSW

4.7              Scoring Centres for Hip/Elbow Dysplasia Authorization Process 

· Secretary to write to the GSD club asking for an explanation of their methodology for collecting and analyzing Hip and Elbow Scores. Create a statistical model for the collection and analysis of data for distribution to all Clubs for comment.

· Secretary to reinput all Malcolm Willis data into a database.

· Secretary to input hip results from Wyburn into a format which allows for analysis using the Willis methodology.

4.8              Dysplasia Retrospectively Collected Data – Permission to Publish 

· Being mindful of the potential legal implications of publishing unapproved raw data in numerous different arenas, the Secretary to design a form for approval by members, which calls for retrospectively collected data on Hip scores -  it was noted that a form had previously been designed which could form the base of the new form;

· Once this has been accepted by all Clubs, the Secretary to write an article for all Club Newsletters and also upload this information onto the Website.

4.9              Web Site Sponsorship 

Still looking for sponsors.  Purina may be a good possibility.  Sec to follow up with Janelle Dulke.

Moved ……. SA     Seconded ………NSW

4.10          SA National Show 2008 – Report by South Australia 

Brief report given.  Everyone agreed it was a very successful event.

It was noted that NBC approval needs to be obtained for any appointed judge
.

4.11          ACES Scheme –update 

Secretary to write to the GRC Clubs in the USA and UK to ascertain the protocols on eye testing in their particular countries. Also to write to Bruce Robertson to see if there have been any changes in the recommendations on eye testing since his letter of 2007.  

A brief discussion was carried out with respect to the inclusion of previous National winners on all rosettes at Golden Retriever National Shows.. Barbara Moore SA  suggested she would send a summary of all mandatory items for National Shows to the secretary for circulation with the minutes.

  WA moved that correspondence be accepted. Seconded  VIC Carried

PRESIDENT’S REPORT AND SEC/TREASURERS’ REPORT ALL ACCEPTED.  

PRESIDENTS REPORT 2008

I would like to note my thanks to Marilynn Morphet for her work over the last year.   Marilynn has brought a fresh enthusiasm to the position of Secretary.   Thank you for all your support and work Marilynn.

The AGM will be held via a telephone ConferLink on the 19th February 2009, unfortunately we are again holding the AGM late, but to meet the requirements of our Constitution this is the most appropriate time to conduct the AGM.    Again the National Golden Retriever Council are indebted to Wayne Pearson for provide the facility to arrange the Conferlink at a much lower cost than would be otherwise.

The major issue continues to be the ACES scheme and other health issues.   I believe that the majority of concerns that have been raised by breeders have been resolved.   If breeders still have some apprehension with the scheme these concerns need to brought to the attention of their Breed Club and then on to the National Council. 

The Golden Retriever Club of South Australia conducted a very successful National Show and seminar on 19th - 22nd June 2008.   Again the National was a great venue to meet up with Golden lovers from around Australia and indeed some from overseas.   The South Australia Club is to be congratulated on the successful conduct of the 7th National.

The application from the Golden Retriever Club of Queensland to conduct a National Show in 2011 has been approved by CCC(Q) and the ANKC, we look forward to 2011.

The National Golden Retriever Council Constitution clauses 6 and 7 still has not been amended to allow a President and/or Secretary reside in a different State or Territory to the Golden Retriever Club to which they are a member.   eg A person living in the ACT where there is no Golden Retriever Club  at present cannot become the President or Secretary of our National in accordance with the Present Constitution.   As it was the National Golden Retriever Council that moved to amend the ANKC Regulations to change the eligibility requirements for the President and Secretary, but still has failed to amend their own constitution.   This amendment cannot be considered now until the 2009 Annual General Meeting.

Thank you, 

Roger Bridgford

SECRETARY’S REPORT

It has been an interesting time since the last NGRC AGM .with all the negative publicity regarding pure breed dogs coming out of the United Kingdom.

This means that we must be seen to be doing the right thing in terms of documenting results from tests for hereditary diseases in our breed. In order for this to occur efficiently it will be necessary to appoint a competent person to collate the data from each of the states in a systematic and methodical way. 

Dr Wyburn has regularly sent through photocopies of hip scores results and a summary of the year’s 90 scores will be attached with a copy of the minutes. To summarize there were 90/86 hip/elbow scores taken  being made up of scores of 22 dogs and 68 bitches. The mean for the males was 8.2 with a range of 2-23. The bitches mean was 11.14 with a range of 0-49. The elbows indicated 24.5% were non 0/0.

Unfortunately we have had several negative responses for sponsorship of our website to date. Nestle has recently been contacted and it hoped that they will support us. Hilary Larson, acting president of the GRC of Qld is happy to assist in giving our website a professional look. Hilary already helps out the the websites of the GRC of Qld and Victoria.

Auditor Mick Lindsay is acknowledged once again for his very prompt and efficient service. As at 30th September 2008,the end of the financial year, the NGRC balance stood ar $1558.88. Since that time we have had further subscriptions totaling $1350 and bank interest of $2.98. Outgoing expenses include $150 for DogWebs and $294.53 for the ANKC Annual Subscriptions. This gives us a closing balance as at 19th February 2009 of $2467.33.

For all those lucky enough to attend the 7th National in South Australia I am all agree it was a wonderful event. Approval has been given to Queensland to host the 8th Golden Retriever National  in June 2011 and already fundraising is underway in that state.
Queensland has had a few changes in office bearers of the past year. Lynn Ferguson has replaced De-Arne Hargreaves as Secretary and Melanie Rennie has taken on the position of President from Dave McKittrick. However, as  Melanie is busy with her new baby girl, Hilary Larson is currently acting in this position. Cherree Munro is Queensland new breed delegate. Sandra Patterson and Heather Morrison have kindly taken over as Breed delegates for NSW and Tasmania replacing Beryl Hession and Andrea Saggers respectively. Each Club is reminded that Club newsletters are required to be sent to the Secretary by all State Clubs so that the NGRC can keep up to date with changes in  the executive of each Club.

My most sincere apologies to all states for inadvertently booking the incorrect date for the National Breed Conference. Karen Hedberg presented an analysis of her hip data, a summary of  which was attached to the minutes of the AGM and were circulated..

Finally, it is hoped that by the end of this next financial year the following will be in place ;a truly national database of accurate dog records which can easily be updated by all States as well as an interactive survey on our national Website from which data for reasons of early death in our breed could easily be extracted for analysis in the future

I would like to thank all Breed Delegates and Secretaries for their assistance this year. In particular special thanks must go to Wayne Pearson for his most generous offer of paying for the teleconference and also to our President Roger Bridgford for his ongoing professional advice.

Thank  you

Marilynn Morphet

8.        ELECTION OF AUDITOR   VIC  nominated Mick Lindsay. Seconded QLD 

 Carried Unanimously
Sandra Patterson will follow up on the one annual subscription outstanding from NSW.

9.        OTHER REPORTS 

9.2              ANKC National Breed Council Conference 

Roger gave a brief report on the ANKC NBC Conference. 

· Cannot run a National Breed Show when there is another CAPITAL city royal on.  Previously it was just a Royal Show, but now just capital city – so Bathurst, Launceston, Newcastle, Toowoomba, Geelong etc are not included.

· National Show – no CC’s within 500k – comes into effect 1/1/2010.  Roger to look into making it 1,000 km radius as it was before.

· Moved      NSW      Seconded      SA

· Report from the GSD recommending certain breeds may not be bred with if their scores are higher than mean score.  Roger to obtain more information on this statement ie how can the GSD Club include Golden Retrievers or any other breed for that matter in this ruling.

  

10.    OTHER BUSINESS 

  

10.1 Motion: 

That high importance is given to the NGRC website to ensure it is kept up to date with any relevant matters pertaining to our breed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Website to be updated – Minutes.  Also National Show Results to be updated, with critiques and photos of winners. Photos to be those taken at the National on the day. Roger to chase this up.

Moved    NSW         Seconded QLD

Secretary advised that Hilary Larson has a great deal of expertise with Websites and is happy to help bring our website up to scratch.  Mark Hodges of Dog Webs has indicated that it is possible to have interactive surveys on this site.

All previous minutes and resolutions are to be uploaded onto the website

It was decided to approach Hilary and ask her to redesign the website.

10.2 Motion: 

That the NBC write to the ANKC/AVA advising that this is not a policy of either the NBC or of any Golden Retriever Breed Club in Australia and that they refrain from associating the Golden Retriever Breed with such.  Further, that the ANKC/AVA contact the National Breed Council in future, prior to releasing any information pertaining to the Golden Retriever.  It is strongly recommended that nobody speak on these matters but the NGRC.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
  

PRA Marker for Golden Retrievers
10.3 Motion: 
(a) That the Breed Council investigate the discovery of a genetic marker for prcd-PRA in Golden Retrievers by Genetic Technologies in Victoria and that if it is found to be a reliable and sound test, their findings be circulated to all member clubs to be distributed to their members.  Included in their findings should be details on how members can go about having their dogs tested.  All Clubs are to be made aware there is a test for PRA.

Moved ……SA               Seconded     NSW

  

(b) That the Breed Council instigates a register so that such results can be entered into a database.  That the necessary forms, with relevant permission clauses, be made available via the Breed Council’s website and circulated to all clubs. 

CARRIED – VIC ABSTAINED.

Re: Part B – It was recommended that could be done simply with an extra column in the hereditary diseases register.

  

 10.4 Motion
That all monies owing to the Breed Council to be invoiced and receipted. 
Moved …. NSW          Seconded …….. VIC

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Sandra to chase up the final outstanding subscription from NSW in relation to a
 cheque which did not arrive at the previous Secretary’s address.  

 10.5 Motion 
That mandatory requirement that all hip/elbow score results conducted under ANKC/AVA CHEDS be submitted to the ANKC statistical data base. Annual update of the BMS to be provided to the NGRC and respective breed clubs. 

  
LAPSED – No Mover or Seconder

  

10.6 Motion 
That the Constitution be changed to bring it in line with ANKC requirements : 

3.4  Under SECRETARY add the following: “ It shall be the duty of the Secretary or in the absence of the Secretary the President to notify the ANKC within fourteen (14) days of any changes in Directors or Office Bearers”

Moved   SA       Seconded        QLD

.   CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

10.7 Motion 
That the constitution to altered to bring it in line with ANKC requirements 

3.5 It was RESOLVED that in the event of a tied vote for the positions of President or Secretary of a National Breed Council that it be resolved by lot. 

Moved …SA           Seconded ……NSW

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

  

Motion 10.8 

That all forms relating to Elbows, hips eyes, etc. etc. be posted in A4 size on the NGRC site ith links from all the other state sites.  

Moved …..TAS…….Seconded……WA

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
OTHER BUSINESS

1. Amended Breed Standard

Sandra Patterson advised she will be submitting a draft suggesting amendments to the breed standard to the NSW Club for their approval and submission to the NBC for consideration.  The final draft to be forwarded to the UK Breed Council for their consideration.  
2. Date for next Annual General Meeting

Next  Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 12 November 2009.

This means that any matters must be with the Secretary by 13 AUGUST 2009. It was noted that both President and Secretary will be up for nomination this year  All nominations for these positions are also to be with the Secretary by 13th August 2009.

Agenda to be sent out by 11 SEPTEMBER 2009.

.

3. Amendment to Constitution re Residency:

This was not included in this year’s Agenda and therefore could not be implemented.  It was decided that the President will call for a Special General Meeting for the amendment of the Constitution to bring it in line with ANKC guidelines,  regarding  the appointment of a member to the NBC Executive who resides in a state where there is no breed club.  

4. Tasmania made a suggestion that it may be of benefit to Golden Retriever research if data for Hips and Elbows were collected without the dogs being identified by name.

5. Barbara Moore from South Australia requested that it be recorded that there is a Virtual Dog Show running in aid of the victims of Victoria’s bushfires and encouraged everyone to contribute. The President reported that a number of members and their families of the VCA were implicated in tragic circumstances. 

6. It was recommended that the NGRC set up a sub committee for inherited diseases. Barbara Moore from SA will draw up a Charter for this sub-committee and send circulate it to all States.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.36PM Eastern Summer time.
Marilynn Morphet

Secretary
 

	

	


