NATIONAL GOLDEN RETRIEVER COUNCIL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 27th February 2007
Commencing 8 p.m. AEST Via Telephone Link

1. 
WELCOME BY THE PRESIDENT

President welcomed all and opened the meeting at 8.12pm. 

2.
 ATTENDANCE

President 


Wayne Pearson (Chair)

Secretary 


Neil Peterson
State Delegates:

New South Wales
 
Ray Temple
Victoria 



Jennie Coutlemanis 
Tasmania 


Andrea 
South Australia 


Barbara Moore

Western Australia 

Leonie Maley

Queensland 


Jean Stephens

3. 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES (AGM 24TH  NOVEMBER 2005)

It was moved by TASMANIA, seconded VICTORIA that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 24 November 2005 be confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting.

CARRIED.

4.
 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.1 Breed Standard Extension.

Chair reported that further to last year’s report when it was advised that the ANKC had  adopted the Golden Retriever Breed Standard Extension, the ANKC had distributed the Breed Extension to all State Controlling Bodies and it was now available from the same in electronic form.  The Meeting was further advised that it was the intention to post the Breed Extension onto the NBC web page and it was suggested it would equally be appropriate for the State Member Bodies of the NGRC  to also make the Breed Extension available through their respective web sites.  Delegates were advised that they could get an electronic copy of the Breed Extension by contacting the Secretary.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA questioned whether there was to be a charge for copies of the Breed Extension.  The Chair advised that the NBC was unaware of whether State Controlling Bodies were proposing to charge for copies and that it would be a domestic issue for State Member Bodies of the NGRC. 

4.2 Register of Dogs Tested for Hereditary Diseases.

QLD
No Register is being currently maintained.
NSW 
As per previous year minutes.
Vic 
The Club does not have anyone who collects the data in Victoria. Many Victorian breeders are keeping personal registers. 

SA 
No formal register but members wishing to use the Club’s puppy referral and breeders’ list send in copies of their hip scores and eye certificates. The club has these as records, members have approved the SA Club to use the information contained within the records and it was therefore suggested that more value could be achieved by incorporating this data into Agenda Item 4.9.  
TAS 
Does not have a Hereditary Diseases register but does maintain a Stud Dog Register.
WA 
The WA Club publishes any data received from members in their newsletter so whilst having the data available, does not maintain a formal register.
Discussion took place regarding the possibility of making the data that is held by the Member Clubs available for inclusion on a central Hereditary Diseases Register.  It was agreed that the Secretary circulate to all Member Clubs a copy of  the Form that had been developed for collating such information, seeking there respective feedback about its adoption.
4.3 Register of Sires & Dams with Titled Progeny.

QLD 
Do not have a register.

NSW 
Have a register which is growing – to be reviewed by Delegate.
Vic 
Do not have a register.

SA 
Continue to collect information spasmodically but little is sent in.
TAS
 Do not have a register.

WA 
A register is kept by one of their members, but nothing is submitted through the Club.

Discussion took place in regards to getting some data published on the NBC Web page and it was agreed that the SOUTH AUSTRALIAN delegate would liaise with the Secretary on a suitable format.  It was further agreed that the Secretary would correspond with each State Member Secretary seeking whatever information is available for publishing on the NBC web site.

4.4 National Tattoo Identifiers Register.

QLD 
Have a register which is ongoing – micro-chipping is not compulsory.
NSW 
Very few breeders are tattooing because of the compulsory micro-chipping there register is small.
Vic 
No Register - to their knowledge all are micro-chipping.
SA 
SA still has their register which is being maintained.

TAS 
No Register - to their knowledge all are micro-chipping as it is now compulsory
WA 
No Register - to their knowledge all are micro-chipping.
Discussion took place regarding the relevance of this Agenda Item at a National level and it was agreed that as micro-chipping was now becoming compulsory in several states, it was a State Member issue and should therefore be removed from the National Agenda.

4.5 Premature Death in Golden Retrievers Survey – current status re formation of subcommittee.

Discussion took place as to the relevance of this Agenda Item and it was agreed that SOUTH AUSTRALIA would put this issue forward as an Agenda Item for the National Breed Conference, seeking the ANKC to look at a survey / research on  “Premature Deaths in All-Breeds.” 

4.6 Protection of Historical Prefixes / Affixes 
Secretary advised that he had not yet written to the KC (UK) but would do so if it was still the direction of the Member Bodies.  Discussion took place as to whether anything was to be gained considering that the UK Breed Council has advised that they have only two protected prefixes, they being Stubbing and Dorcas.  
It was agreed that the Secretary write to KC(UK) asking them to lobby the ANKC to protect prefixes in Australia.
4.7 Proposed Eye Survey

Discussion took place as to the current status of the eye survey and its relationship with the current ACES scheme.  SOUTH AUSTRALIA advised that the two issues, whilst parallel, were vastly different issues.
It was proposed by SOUTH AUSTRALIA and agreed by all that this Agenda Item be deferred and considered in conjunction with Agenda Items 10.2 and 10.3.

4.8 Scoring Centres for Hip/Elbow Dysplasia Authorisation Process

The Secretary advised that he had started receiving forms from Bob Wyburn and Graham Allen as of October 2006  but had not yet processed any of them as an Open Register  Steering Committee was to be formed to develop the process and protocols for the operation of the Open Register for ratification by the Member Clubs.

The Chair called for nominations for the Steering Committee. Discussion centered around the need for a Steering Committee and the Chair advised that as a formal motion had been passed, we were obliged to proceed with it.  Nominations were received from Barbara Moore (South Australia) and Leonie Maley (Western Australia).  The nominations were accepted and approved.  

The Steering Committee was finalized as Neil Peterson (Co-Ordinator), Barbara Moore and Leonie Maley.
4.9 Hip Dysplasia Open Register

Covered by Item 4.8 above.

4.10 Dysplasia Retrospectively Collect Data Permission to Publish.

Secretary advised that a form had previously been circulated to Member Clubs and that it was now appropriate that these be used by Member Clubs to obtain consent prior to submission of data that had already been collected before it is submitted to the NBC for inclusion in an open register.  It was agreed that the Secretary would circulate the form to the Clubs and that Member Clubs would respond to the NBC by June 30th.
4.11 Web Site Sponsorship.

The Chair sought suggestions as to who the Secretary should approach for sponsorship of the web page.  It was determined that Pedigree should be approached to sponsor the web page for the annual sum of $500.  If Pedigree declined, then other pet food companies should be approached.
4.12
SA National Show 2008.
The Chair advised that the South Australian Golden Retriever Club had been approved to host a National in 2008.  The approved dates were 19th – 22nd June and Barbara Moore was invited to update the delegates on planning for the show.
Barbara Moore advised that planning was progressing well and that a big announcement would be made approximately one year prior to the show.

5 
CORRESPONDENCE

5.1 
Incoming   


From

Date

Subject

ANKC

8/12/05

SA National – date clash with Brisbane Royal

ANKC

18/12/05

Call for agenda items for NBC Conference

ANKC

11/01/06

Explaining problems with BSE disk

GRCSA

7/03/06

New date for 2008 National for approval by Clubs

ANKC

22/03/06

BSE finished & ready for distribution

GRCSA

27/03/06

Change of proposed date for 2008 National

GRCV

11/04/06

Approving date for 2008 National

TGRC

2/05/06

Approving date for 2008 National

GRCNSW
21/05/06

Approving date for 2008 National 

AVA

3/08/06

ACES notification

GRCNSW
28/07/06

Proposal for format of Eye Survey in view of ACES

ANKC

3/08/06

Conditional approval of 2008 National dates

ANKC

15/08/05

Asking if we want to continue with the Eye Survey in view of ACES

ANKC

28/09/06

Final approval for 2008 National dates

GRCSA

29/09/06

Not prepared to consider ACES register until further info available





and still in favour of an eye survey

5.2 Outgoing 

To

Date

Subject

ANKC

13/12/05

Notifying change of Secretary

ANKC

13/12/05

Requesting the Royal Show dates for 2008

GRCSA

14/12/05

Update on National date clash

ANKC

6/01/06

Requesting status of Breed Standard Extension

All Clubs
26/02/06

Calling for Agenda items for ANKC NBC Conference

All Clubs
6/04/06

Request for approval of proposed June 2008 National

GRCSA

12/07/06

Notifying approval from NGRC for June 2008 for National

All Clubs
20/08/06

Asking if we continue with eye survey

All Clubs
20/08/06

Asking for response on open or closed register for ACES

GRCSA

28/09/06

Notifying final ANKC approval for 2008 National

It was agreed that a copy of all correspondence should be circulated to all Member Clubs.
MOVED BY NEW SOUTH WALES and Seconded by TASMANIA that the Incoming and Outgoing correspondence be accepted.

CARRIED

5.3 
Business Arising from Correspondence


There was no business arising from the correspondence.

It was noted that all Member Club’s should copy all other Member Clubs when forwarding correspondence to the NBC.

6. PRESIDENTS REPORT

This is my first year as President and therefore my first report.
I would like to note my thanks to Neil Peterson for his work over the last year.  This was also Neil’s first year and it does take a while to get a handle on all of the issues and protocols that are required in co-ordinating the National Golden Retriever Council.   Thank you for all your work Neil.

The AGM was initially planned to be held at the National Show held in Hobart during November, however we unfortunately missed timings for the notice of meeting and therefore a decision was taken to hold the AGM today, 27th February 2007.  

A very successful 6th National was held in November in Hobart, Tasmania.  Congratulations must go to the Tasmanian Club who hosted an outstanding event which attracted a fantastic entry when you consider the additional issues interstate exhibitors had to deal with in attending (ie: plane or boat travel could not be avoided.)  Well done to the Tasmanian Golden Retriever Club.
The Breed Extension was completed and approved last year and as Sandra Patterson reported at last year’s AGM it is a document that we all should be proud of.  It is pleasing to be able to report that this Breed extension has during the past 12 months been formally published by the ANKC and copies are available from all State Controlling Bodies and an electronic copy is also being posted on to the NBC web page.
The major issue which arose during the year was the ACES scheme and the fact that it was approved and endorsed by the ANKC without the NBC ever being given the opportunity to make comment or provide input.  This decision created anger and frustration for many breed enthusiasts but I am now pleased to report that the scheme is now in our hands as to whether or not we endorse or support it.  The most important thing is that we take the necessary time to truly evaluate, make recommendations and thoroughly interrogate the scheme before determining whether we will, and if so, how, we will implement it.  

More recently we have heard that the ANKC is now considering cut-off limits in relation to breeding and the above comments equally apply to this issue.

The 2008 National has been awarded to South Australia and the dates have been approved as 19th – 22nd June.  I am sure planning is already well underway and we wish the South Australian Committee all the very best for what will no doubt be another outstanding National.  

Finally, our year closes on the 30th September 2007 with the AGM scheduled for November.  I will not be seeking re-election as my work and travel commitments will prevent me from devoting the time necessary for this role.  I therefore ask all Member Clubs to consider nominations for this position.

Thank you, 

Wayne Pearson

MOVED BY SOUTH AUSTRALIA and SECONDED BY VICTORIA that the President’s Report be accepted.

CARRIED

7. SECRETARYS/TREASURERS REPORT

The year has been a major learning exercise for me.  There were issues to be resolved and knew ones to be dealt with.  I am pleased that the Breed Extension has been finally published by the ANKC and they have suggested, as we said earlier, that Clubs make it available to their members, especially their new members.  

The H.D. Register will soon be a reality after our agreement on the issue several years ago.  Both Wyburn and Allen are now submitting forms for our register.  We need to get the AVA to come on board with their scheme to give us access to their data.    I believe that the approach of trying to get the ANKC to lean on the AVA to get the information from them is worthwhile as the AVA have stalled any of our direct contact.  

I’ll be distributing to all Clubs and putting on the website the forms for collecting the H.D. for dogs who have already been tested to help boost the register.  

To help keep in contact with the member clubs I need to know the meeting dates and current contact details.  At present not all Club’s are notifying me of their change of office bearers and this has caused some problems which results in delays in getting information to and from the correct people.  I was wondering whether it would be worthwhile Club’s sending me copies of their newsletters so that I know what is going on in each State and therefore I am automatically notified of changes to office bearers.  

In terms of the Treasurers Report, the Accounts have been audited and a copy will be sent to all Clubs with a copy of the Minutes of tonight’s meeting.  Total Funds at the end of the financial year were $471.72 but there were still some subscriptions outstanding.  The major expenses for the year was the phone hookup for the 2005 AGM which cost just under $400.00 and the ANKC affiliation of $198.00.  This year that has been a 39% increase and we have to pay $275.00.  
Finally, I would like to thank all club’s for their patience with me this year.
Neil Peterson 

Secretary/Treasurer
Moved by NEW SOUTH WALES and  2ND WESTERN AUSTRALIA that the Secretary/Treasurer’s report be accepted. 
CARRIED.
It was agreed that all Member Club’s would submit to the Secretary, preferably in electronic version, a copy of all Club newsletters.

8. 
ELECTION OF AUDITOR

MOVED BY SOUTH AUSTRALIA and SECONDED by WESTERN AUSTRALIA that Mr Mick Lindsay be appointed as Auditor for the forth coming year.  Mr Lindsay had indicated he was willing to accept the position and no fee would be charged. 
CARRIED

9. 
OTHER REPORTS

9.1 
Delegates Report & Minutes

9.1.1
ANKC National Breed Council Conference. 
Ray Temple advised there were no significant issues to report from the conference and that it was rather low key.  The Chair advised that he was under the impression that the ANKC were looking at revising the structure of the conference to make it more meaningful.  
10.
 OTHER BUSINESS
10.1 
Motion submitted by GRCSA.
That a letter be written to the ANKC asking them to approach the AVA on our behalf requesting they forward copies of all Golden Retriever hip scores to the Breed Council for inclusion on our open register.  It should be pointed out that currently Dr. Wyburn and also Dr. Allen supply this information to us.

Rationale:  the AVA seem to ignore correspondence from the Breed Council so maybe the ANKC can act on our behalf.

Voting:

QLD

Yes
NSW

Yes
Vic.

Yes
SA

Yes
TAS

Yes
WA

Yes
MOTION CARRIED

10.2
Motion submitted by GRCSA.

That the GR Breed Council request the ANKC to conduct an Eye Survey to gain approval from members to only register litters bred from parents with current eye certificates from a qualified veterinary ophthalmologist.

Rationale:  Lets keep this simple.  All we need is that certificate that says the eye test has been undertaken.  In the same way as we require the certificate to prove breeding stock have been tested for hip dysplasia and we leave it to the breeder to decide a cut-off point for breeding and this should be true for eyes in the same way it id for hips.  The ACES scheme has nothing to do with the need for an Eye Survey to be conducted to ensure that breeders have their stock eye tested.

Voting:

QLD

Yes
NSW

Yes
Vic.

Yes
SA

Yes
TAS

Yes
WA

Yes
MOTION CARRIED

10.3
Motion submitted by GRCSA.

That the National Breed Council ask the ANKC to conduct an Eye Survey to gain approval for the requirement to only register litters from parents with current eye certificates from a qualified veterinary ophthalmologist without any disqualifications.

Rationale:  to start off a certificate that says the dog’s eyes have been tested is all that is required.  After breeders have been doing this for some time the disqualifying conditions may be considered.

In view that Item 10.2 was carried unanimously, and the fact that Item 10.2 and 10.3 are basically in principle the same motion, VICTORIA withdrew Item 10.3.

10.4
Motion submitted by GRCSA.

That the GR Breed Council adopt the ANKC ruling that it is only necessary for there to be 5 clear days between dates for a National breed show and a State breed championship show.
Rationale:  We are not sure if we are duty bound to adopt this ANKC ruling or whether we need to change our Breed Council rulings on this point.


Voting:

QLD

Yes
NSW

Yes
Vic.

No
SA

Yes
TAS

Yes
WA

Yes
MOTION CARRIED

10.5
ACES (The AVA’s Australian Canine Eye Scheme.)

Following the Open Forum at the National in Hobart on ACES, could delegates please be ready to provide a briefing on their Club’s position on any concerns about ACES.

The Secretary outlined some issues in relation to the possible implementation of the ACES Scheme including:
· Only reporting on internal eye conditions.

· Excessive fee structure

· Administration time lines – seeking responses for NBC in “weeks” when the current structure of Breed Councils wont accommodate this ( the need to seek feedback from Member Club’s requires a minimum of up to 3 months.)

The Secretary sought feedback/input from delegates.  Discussion revolved around issues of what was hereditary in Golden’s and what wasn’t, and who should determine what should be on the Hereditary  list.  
SOUTH AUSTRALIA requested that the NBC consult with the Animal Health Trust to find out where they are at with its DNA testing on Eye Conditions.  It was agreed that the Secretary would correspond with Barbara Moore as to the context of that letter to the Animal Health Trust.

It was agreed that the Secretary would circulate the summary presented on the ACES Scheme at the Hobart National to all Clubs.

The Chair advised that the current status of the ACES Scheme was:

11. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Q QLD  – Nil

· NSW  – Nil
· VIC – Nil
-
SA – Future meeting dates, the Chair enquired as to the interest in having a quarterly conference call which was unanimously agreed would be beneficial.  Minutes to be circulated and confirmed within 3 months.
· WA  –  Nil
· TAS - Nil

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm

