National Golden Retriever Council

Annual General Meeting 28th November 2007


NATIONAL GOLDEN RETRIEVER COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Minutes of the National Golden Retriever Council’s Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 28th November 2007, by teleconference, starting at 8pm, Eastern Summer Time.
1. WELCOME BY PRESIDENT

The president Mr Roger Bridgford welcomed all State Delegates and thanked them for their dedication to Golden Retrievers.  Mr Bridgford also thanked the past president for his generous donation of the teleconference costs.

All delegates agreed Mrs Marilynn Morphet would take the minutes of the meeting.

2. ATTENDANCE
President

Roger Bridgford

Secretary

Neil Peterson

State Delegates

Queensland

Marilynn Morphet
New South Wales
Beryl Hession
Victoria

Jennie Coutlemanis
Tasmania

Andrea Saggers
South Australia
Barbara Moore
Western Australia
Jean Grieve
There were no observers.

3.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES (AGM 27th February 2007)

Minor corrections: SA pointed out that Motion 10.3 should have read attributed to Victoria and not as stated.

SA also pointed out that the Chair’s advice on the current status of ACES had been left blank.   Neil Peterson will confirm the situation with Wayne Pearson and notify the incoming Secretary.

It was moved by VIC and seconded by TAS that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Tuesday 27th February 2007 be confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting – CARRIED.

4.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.1 Register of Dogs Tested for Hereditary Diseases

QLD – no records
NSW – only records are when they are fully submitted

VIC – nothing, however discussions have taken place at committee meetings to start something

TAS – no records

SA – Any breeder who wants to get on the Clubs list has to submit.  It is only a partial list of hips and eyes and hearts if they are sent in.

WA – The records are always in the newsletter.  An excel file is kept by the Club.  However, it does need a lot of updating.

It was moved by Tasmania and seconded by WA that the new forms be put on the Clubs website and in the newsletter for use - CARRIED.
4.2
Wybum and Allen

Very few forms have come to the Secretary from Wybum and Allen; two only throughout the year.  It is suspected that old forms are being used, either by vets or breeders, without the clause regarding approval to share data for statistical analysis. (It was noted that the ANKC does not keep hip records due to privacy issues).
It was recommended the new secretary write to Prof Wybum and Dr Allen requesting the new form be used and querying the reason for the limited amount of data being received by NGRC.

4.3
National Tattoos Identifiers Register
This register is being superseded by Micro-chipping and will therefore be dropped.

4.4 Register of Premature Death

The Register is to be entitled “Cause of Death Register” and a survey form will be drawn up by QLD for inclusion in the newsletter and on the National Breed Council website.
4.5 Protection of Historical Prefixes/Affixes

Mr Bridgford explained that prefixes are semi-protected in that, whilst any prefix remains on a pedigree, it is ordinarily protected.  

Because of the expense of protecting prefixes, this is no longer on the ANKC Agenda.  It was suggested by the President that all Breed Delegates check monthly in the current journals, for famous prefix names. There is a right of appeal and the NGRC could use this method as an alternative solution in order to protect against the registration of a prefix which is considered too similar to an historical prefix.

Moved SA    Seconded NSW – CARRIED.

4.6 Proposed Eye Survey

It was requested that the Secretary write to the ANKC asking for an eye survey as per previous minutes, i.e. before breeders register a litter they must have an eye certificate for each parent.  It would then be left to the breeder to decide whether or not to breed with these animals.

Moved  SA  seconded QLD  – CARRIED.

4.7 Scoring Centres for Hip/Elbow Dysplasia Authorization Process

Tasmania asked about the proposed steering committee which, as yet, has not been established.  Neil did not follow through with this because of the lack of information coming through from Prof Wybum and Dr Allen.  Mrs Hession from NSW will contact Dr Karen Hedberg regarding this issue and contact the incoming Secretary.

4.8 Hip Dysplasia Retrospectively Collected Data: Permission to Publish

It will be necessary for another form to be published in the newsletter for previously scored dogs.  To ensure complete accuracy of data a signed original must be sited by each Club.  Neil Peterson is to follow up on a previously made up form.

4.9 Website Sponsorship

A request is to be sent to Pedigree for sponsorship of our NGRC Website by the new Secretary.  It is anticipated that $500 would cover 12 months.  The Secretary is responsible for updates on the National Website in collaboration with DogWebs.  
4.10 SA National Show 2008 – Update by South Australia.
South Australia advised that the 2008 National plans are proceeding very well. Mrs Moore informed us that Dr Jean Dodds from Hemopet USA will be a most interesting speaker.  Mr Bridgford advised that according to the Constitution, all judges for National Shows need to be approved by NBC before publication.

4.11 ACES Scheme – Update

The NBC Secretary and the NSW Secretary received correspondence from Dr Bruce Robertson, Chair of the Charter for Ophthalmologists, in answer to a letter from the GRC of NSW.  This was in relation to the age Golden Retrievers hold permanent eye certificates.  Mrs Hession from NSW will follow up on the letter initially sent to Dr Robinson and a copy of this, together with his response, will be sent to the incoming Secretary for distribution to all Clubs.  Mr Bridgford will forward a copy of the ANKC Nation Breed Council minutes to the new Secretary for redistribution.

It was noted that a copy of all correspondence should be sent to all Clubs for their information.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
5.1
Incoming

Letter from Dr Robinson on ACES.


NBC Conference – Agenda and Minutes of previous meeting.

Letter from University of NSW regarding demographics for Hip Dysplasia data.  As this was received only five days prior to the AGM it was impossible to act upon their request.

5.2
Outgoing

ANKC Affiliation Fees


ANKC Conference


Emails

It was moved by NSW, seconded by WA that the correspondence be accepted – CARRIED.
5.3
Business Arising from Correspondence


There was no business arising from the correspondence.

6.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT


Mr Bridgford read the President’s report and gave thanks to Neil Peterson for his assistance throughout the year. Due to a change in circumstances Neil  will be no longer standing.  The President also thanked Mr Wayne Pearson for his great generosity in donating the cost of the teleconference.  At the time of the teleconference Mr Bridgford was in Canada and proceeded with the linkup from there at no expense to the NGRC.  Wayne Pearson was also thanked for his time as President and Mr Bridgford mentioned it was a shame for the NGRC and Golden Retrievers in general that Wayne’s increasing work commitments prevented him from continuing on the NGRC.

Mentioned in the President’s report was the feeling of frustration from a number of Clubs regarding the ACES scheme. The future of the scheme is now in the hands of Clubs.  
The 2008 National is in SA on 19-22nd June.  The planning is well under way and, as usual, an outstanding National Show is expected.  

Currently there is no application for the 2011 National Show.  An application must be received by 2009. 

Mr Bridgford pointed out that Clauses 6 and 7 of the Constitution need to be changed to bring it into line with the ANKC.  Since this has not been amended, nominations for Secretary and President may be affected.  Since the Constitution is now out of date Mr Bridgford has offered to attend to this matter.

Moved NSW Seconded QLD – CARRIED

7.
SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT

Neil Peterson mentioned that, due to family and business commitments, he will no longer be standing as Secretary. Mr Peterson mentioned that not a lot had happened during the year.  The Audit has not yet been finalised.  Council has a total of $609.15.  ANKC Affiliation fees are $275 and the website invoice is $120.  Neil thanked the Clubs for their patience throughout the year and apologised for a lack of action.  

Moved VIC  Seconded WA – CARRIED

It was noted by SA, that a number of Affiliation fees were not paid for 2006, and none for 2007.  Neil Peterson will chase this up and send out invoices for any outstanding fees.

8.
ELECTION OF AUDITOR

Mr Bridgford suggested MICK LINDSAY as auditor once again.  He does not have a charge. 
Moved SA   Seconded QLD  - CARRIED
9.
OTHER REPORTS

9.1 Delegates Report

Queensland requested that a letter of condolence and thanks be sent to the family of the previous breed delegate Jean Stephens, who recently passed away suddenly.  Jean worked selflessly and tirelessly for the recovery service for several decades.  

Moved  SA    Seconded  NSW – CARRIED.

Tasmania mentioned the difficulty in finding Breed Specialists around Australia.  It was recommended that Club members from that State draw up a criteria sheet of what they considered a breed specialist to be and send it to other Clubs for comment.  Because this is not a cut and dry list the NGRC must be able to justify all names on that list.

Moved VIC and Seconded WA – CARRIED.
South Australia asked all states whether ophthalmologists ensured that microchip identification was carried out on dogs having their eyes checked.  Concern was that in their state, the ophthalmologist did not consider it his job to check ID; only to check eyes.  All other states have these checks in place.  SA will follow this through.  

Western Australia would like to acknowledge a vote of thanks to its delegate Leonie Maley for her commitment to the NGRC.  

9.2 ANKC National Breed Council Conference

Roger Bridgford is to send a copy of the minutes of the ANKC Breed Conference to the Secretary for distribution to all States.

10.
OTHER BUSINESS

10.1 Motion 1

That in all Breed Council correspondence (including emails) a copy shall be sent to the Secretary of each State Club and to the Delegate of each Club.

Moved SA   Seconded VIC
QLD, NSW, VIC, SA, WA  - FOR
TAS                                     - AGAINST 
 CARRIED
10.2
Motion 2

That any correspondence sent by email should be followed up by a hard copy.

Moved SA        no seconder – MOTION LAPSED 

(Rational: Emails considered legal documents).

10.3
Motion 3

That a delegate for the Club shall be an experienced current member of the Club, actively involved in Club business, but not necessarily on the Committee.

MOTION WITHDRAWN

(Rational: Nothing in the constitution to say this was actually the case.  It is left as a domestic matter for Clubs to choose the most appropriate delegate).

10.4
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

As mentioned previously, nominees are only eligible to stand for election if he/she is a member of breed Club and a member of that governing body .

A decision was made to go ahead and vote.

Nominations Received
Roger Bridgford (VIC)





Cath Perry (ACT)

QLD
R Bridgford

NSW
R Bridgford

VIC
R Bridgford

TAS
R Bridgford

SA
C Perry

WA
R Bridgford

R Bridgford 5/1 elected as President.

All Breed Delegates offered their congratulations.

10.5 ELECTION OF SECRETARY

Nominations Received
Claire Kaspura (ACT)





Marilynn Morphet (QLD)

QLD
M Morphet

NSW
M Morphet

VIC
M Morphet

TAS
M Morphet

SA
C Kaspura

WA
C Kaspura

M Morphet 4/2 elected as Secretary.

All Breed Delegates offered their congratulations.  

SA suggested that the minutes be circulated as soon as possible.  The Club should then sign an acceptance of the minutes.  Within 60 days of acceptance of these minutes, they should be acted upon by the Club.  

All Delegates are to send their email address and their Secretary’s email address to the new Secretary.  The minutes are to be circulated to both the Delegate and the Secretary of each Club.

Neil Peterson will forward a copy of the teleconference to Marilynn Morphet.  

Each month a copy of all Club Newsletters are to be sent to the Secretary and President of the NGRC.

President’s email address: rogertaumac@bigpond.com
Secretary’s email address: tweedsmouth@yahoo.com.au
Moved VIC and Seconded QLD – CARRIED.

The President thanked all Delegates for their time. There being no further business the NGRC AGM closed at approximately 9:45PM.
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